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CHAPTER XXIII
HABITS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.
MISSION WORK AND RETIREMENT.
DURING our residence in Kumaon we had many
opportunities of observing the condition and
habits of the people. I have mentioned the new re
sources opened up to them, and yet it must be acknow
ledged that many are poor. The population is probably
much larger than it has been at any previous period.
The holdings are small, and by the division made on the
occasion of the death of the head of the household they
ever tend to become smaller. There are a number in
theProvince who own no land, and are poorly remune-
rated for then* labour by their countrymen. I have men-
tioned the new source of wealth opened up to the people
by the canals and cultivation of the Bhabhur. Reference
has also been made to the tea-gardens and public works,
on which large sums of money have been spent, of which
much has reached the people in the form of wages.
Thus all classes, both those who have land and those
who have not, have been benefited Indeed, apart from
income thus obtained it is difficult to conceive how the
people could have been supported. If they do not make
progress In material comfort the fault must lie in their
want of energy.